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Tennis  
Our two Woolsery Ladies teams continue to be doing 
well with their league and cup matches.  
 

Woolsery A (Capt Den Baggott, Ali Moulder, Lesley 
Taylor, Jane Walter ) have completed all their league 
matches in Division 2 and are pleased to report that after 
a number of very enjoyable and tight games they have 
finished mid table. A very good result - well done ladies.  
 

Woolsery B (Capt Shirley Grills, Di Pomeroy, Jacky 
Walter, Karen Robinson ) have almost completed their 
league matches and it looks likely they will remain in 
Division 3. They continue to do well in the Pete Stacey 
Cup and are heading towards the semi-finals. Well done 
ladies - good luck with your remaining matches.  
Our club season will continue until the beginning of Sep-
tember - please contact Lesley Taylor 07816888026 if 
you would like to know more about our club and our 
club nights which are open to all abilities.  

  Bradworthy History Society would like to thank 
everyone who attended our Open Morning on the 6th 
June. With your continued support we have been 
able to add names to photographs and we are grate-
ful to those of you who kindly donated new material. 
Our next Open Morning will be on Saturday 5th Sep-
tember 2015 (11am – 12.30pm). 
 

LATEST NEWS -- We are pleased to announce, 
our application via GrantScape for funding from the 
East Youlstone Community Benefit Fund has been 
successful.  In the coming weeks we will receive a 
grant of £600 which will be used to purchase a high-
specification camera and digital voice recorder, each 
with accessories.  
 

We will then set up an ongoing “Talking Village” 
project, recording memories of village life for future 
generations and taking photographs of current events 
and changes. With this information we will be able 
to maintain Mr Collacott’s collection and provide a 
useful source of reference for parishioners and visi-
tors in years to come.  
 

Let us know if you would like to take part. You are 
welcome to join us in the Memorial Hall on 
Wednesday mornings between 9.30 am and 12 noon 
or at other times by arrangement. Contact –  
T: Daphne (01409 241202) or Lin (01409 240098). 
E: Bradworthyhistory@hotmail.com  

The Safari lunch held at the end of May raised £1147 
for the Church funds. Many thanks again to everyone 
who supported the event and the Carter and the Moulder 
families for hosting the event.  
 

A further fundraising event will take place on Septem-
ber 4th. This is to be a Golf Tournament at Holswor-
thy Golf Club to raise money for repair of one of the 
church bells which has cracked. An entry fee of £30 
gives you a round of golf (18 holes) followed by a meal, 
and non-players are welcome to come for the meal 
alone (£15). 
 

Please contact Steve Taylor on 241003 if you would 
like to play. Each hole will have a business sponsor so 
Steve is also looking for advertisers who would like to 
promote their business on the day. 



Putford Church Services 
 

Monthly 
1st Sunday: no service in Putford, please support Bulkworthy or Abbots Bickington 
2nd Sunday: 11.30am Sung Eucharist 
3rd Sunday:  11.30am Sung Eucharist 
4th Sunday:   6.30pm Evensong   
 

Sunday 6th September: 6.30pm  Healing service in Bradworthy.  All welcome. 
 

There is a notice board in the church porch with details of other services in the benefice.  

Just a thought … 
We often hear despairing talk about how terrible things are, but have you noticed how much hope there 
is in the world? Millions of people will begin their day with hopes of various kinds. A grandmother is 
looking forward to seeing her grandchild; a teenager to meeting someone she has lust fallen for. A stu-
dent in the first excitement of political idealism says to herself, ‘The world can be changed, yes it can.’  
 Even those whose lives seem a bit bogged down, a succession of grey drab days with nothing in par-
ticular to hope for, betrays a yearning for something. We listen for the sound of letters being pushed 
through the door and thumping on the floor; for footsteps up the stairs. It seems as though life is one 
great wave of longing. 

But is this hope cruel? So often we don’t get what we want. Then we talk about being disillusioned; 
as though our first hope was something we had been tricked into by a spiteful conjurer. The grandmother 
doesn’t see her grandchild because she is taken ill and has to go into hospital. The teenager gets married 
and finds life far from a bed of roses. The idealistic student decides that nothing can be changed and be-
comes a cynical reactionary.  

Or perhaps hope is kind? If life really is so full of nasty surprises it’s probably just as well we don’t 
see them in advance, and just as well we retain some illusions to help us through when things are going 
badly.  

I remember a famous Polish film in which a group of people escape from the Nazis down the sewers 
of Warsaw. One by one they get blown up or shot, and in the end only two people are left, one blind, 
struggling to find a way out. They see light ahead, and at last it looks as though the sewer is leading out 
to the river and safety; but the exit is closed with metal bars. They sink down exhausted, the blind man 
lays dying, but in a reverie his friend pretends to him they are walking on through fields and open skies 
to freedom. A lie of course, yet a beautiful act of kindness, and we seem to need such illusions. We tell a 
person we know is dying that they are getting better, say it will all work out all right to someone when 
we know it won’t. 

Because hope seems both cruel and kind some feel life could have been invented by a sadist. We go 
out with high hopes — only to find them dashed. Then when they are smashed, mercifully we usually 
find something else to hope for. 

But there is another explanation. We have all this hope because life really does have possibilities; it 
really does show promise, even at its worst. If a teacher says your son is promising, hope for his future is 
the proper attitude to have. If you are told that there are great possibilities of making an underdeveloped 
area self-sufficient again hope is the proper attitude to have. And if life, the universe, has more possibili-
ties in it than we can see at any one moment then there is something in the old phrase about hope spring-
ing eternal.  

It springs eternal because it has a touch of the eternal about it. Life does show promise. The Christian 
says it shows promise of a Communion of Saints. In and through all our varied experiences of success 
and failure something is being achieved — the growth of people capable of love; the building up of a 
community of love which though it has to be worked for and notched up in space and time finds its ful-
filment beyond space and time.  

The Christian view sees that life does have all the possibilities we dream of. Although our particular 
hopes are often frustrated, life as a whole is going somewhere and we have a part to play in it. Written 
into the very stuff of life are the words ‘Shows promise’, and hope springs eternal because something in 
us recognises and responds to this promise. 

Thank you God for the high hopes of young people who believe they can do something 
worthwhile with their lives. Thank you for the courageous hope which keeps people strug-
gling on through illness and misfortune. Open the eyes of all of us to the promise in life, and 
the possibilities in our lives. 

Richard Freeman 



A life saving Machine is installed in Colscott 
 

Living in a fairly remote hamlet, I have always been aware that timely first aid from the emergency services, 
particularly in the event of a sudden cardiac arrest would probably not be forthcoming. This is not a criticism 
of the Ambulance Service, it is simply a geographic probability. Statistics show that early defibrillation can 
increase the survival chances of a person who has suffered a sudden cardiac arrest by as much as 50%. 
 

With this in mind I talked to my neighbour, Rosie, and we decided to try to buy a Community Public Access 
Defibrillator (CPAD) for our Hamlet of Colscott. We researched the market and found a very useful charity 
called Community Heartbeat Trust whose purpose is to help communities like ours to procure a defibrillator. 
They guided us through the process and helped us choose the right machine and box. They were also good 
enough to give us a donation towards the cost.  
 

The cost of a PAD is around £1900 but the unit needs an electrical supply and in our case this was an addi-
tional £250. We approached the other residents of Colscott to see whether they thought a community defibril-
lator was a good idea and, if so, whether they would be willing to contribute to the costs. We had an excellent 
response from the residents and were also given another donation to help with the installation costs. This re-
sponse enabled us to buy our defibrillator and, because we purchased it through the charity, we didn’t have to 
pay VAT!  
 

Our defibrillator in now installed on the wall of Barton Barn, a central location for Colscott and can be used 
by anyone. It is important to note that training in the use of this type of defibrillator is not required - the ma-
chine will talk the operator through the process. However, training is provided in the cost of purchase and this 
helps to promote confidence in its use. There are ongoing monthly checks that need to be carried out on the 
unit and these checks ensure that the machine remains validated by the Ambulance Service. 
 

If anyone is considering buying a defibrillator for their community Rosie and I would be pleased to talk to 
you about our experiences. 
 

Skye Simpson & Rosie Bowden 
 

 

Devon library service 
 

Libraries are not immune from the challenges facing Local Government, and DCC has to consider different ways of  
working and saving money. Their solution is to set up a new organisation to run the service from next year.   
 

This new and independent mutual organisation will be owned and run by staff and members of the community. 
As well as saving money, this move will give the service greater scope to access new sources of funding. It also offers 
 the opportunity for greater community involvement and will give individual libraries more 
flexibility, focus and opportunity to work collaboratively with customers, communities and partners to 
deliver a service that meets local need. 
 

There will be many opportunities for people to get involved e.g. volunteering in the library, 
fundraising, setting up a “Friends of the library” group.  
Alternatively in the autumn DCC will be looking for Board members.  
Details on the project can be found at www.devon.gov.uk/futurelibraries. 



Putford Cricket 
The 17th of June saw us play our first game of the season a twenty over game away at Beaford. Chris Pomeroy lost the toss and was 
asked to bowl first.  With a few fresh faces in the side against a strong Beaford 11, we knew we had to bowl well, and that we did. 
Mike Wigley (0-6) & Ryan Walter (1-10) opened the bowling and both bowled very well upfront, this was backed up by The ever 
reliable John Buckpitt (3-4) from just 1.4 overs, Aiden Gerry (3-9) and Wayne Pomeroy (1-14). None of the Beaford Batsmen got 
going and they were bowled out for just 66.  
So 67 to win and we were very confident of doing this. Roger Pomeroy and Ryan Walter opened the batting, but that confidence was 
soon turning to agony as wickets tumbled regularly, Ryan Walter top scored with 53 not out and we managed to get past the target 7 
wickets down.  
 

Beaford 66 - P.Mcmillan 13 - J.Buckpitt 3-4 A.Gerry 3-9 
Putford 67-7 - R.Walter 53*  - P.Heard 2-11   Putford won by 3 Wickets 
 

The 9th Of July saw us play our first home game another twenty over game against Holsworthy. Putford won the toss and elected to 
bat first, a very good decision, as the ball disappeared to all parts of the Putford ground, Ryan Walter scored 76 not out, Pete Bowes 
smacked a quick fire 35 and Mike Wigley 25 as we scored 153-3 of 20 overs. The Holsworthy Batsmen set about chasing the large 
total with a couple of big shots but as wickets tumbled so did there chances of victory, some very tight bowling and lightening quick 
fielding. Holsworthy were bowled out for 75. Simon Price-Thomas was the pick of the bowlers, taking 3-9, Ryan Walter 2-4 and 
Pete Bowes 1-6 and John Buckpitt 1-27 and 3 run outs. 
 

Putford 153-3 - R.Walter 76* P.Bowes 35 M.Wigley 25 - D.Jenkin 2-37 
Holsworthy 75 - M.Mansbridge 20 - S.Price-Thomas 3-9 Putford won by 78 runs 
 

The 30th Of July we headed to Holsworthy for the return fixture, with the Holsworthy boys wanting revenge for a hammering 2 
weeks previous, we knew we would have to be on top form, Holsworthy won the toss and elected to bat first, on a good wicket and 
fast outfield Holsworthy posted 135-2 from there 20 overs, hard work for the Putford bowlers. Mike Wigley 1-20 and Ryan Walter 1
-27 took a wicket a piece. Pete Bowes 12 and Ryan Walter 14 opened the batting and got of to a steady start but both were dismissed 
in the 7th and 8th over, Robert Mills 13, Chris Pomeroy 11 and Mike Wigley 10 gave us hope but with scoreboard pressure and some 
good Holsworthy bowling were eventually bowled out for 93 in the final over. 
 

Holsworthy 135-2 - D.Jenkin 72* L.Piper 30* - M.Wigley 1-20 
Putford 93 - R.Walter 14 R.Mills 13 - R.Mitchell 2-14 J.Weeks 2-24 Holsworthy won by 42 Runs 
 

Fixtures  
Thursday 6th August - Hatherleigh - Away - 6PM 
Sunday 9th August - Halwill - Away - 2PM 
Sunday 16th August - Colin Walter Memorial Game - Holsworthy XI - Away - 1PM 
Sunday 23rd August - Halwill - Home - 2PM 

 
 





 

The Garden in August 
 

Now that we all live busy lives we never seem to have enough time in the day to do all we want to complete, 
but we all want to have lovely looking gardens that appeal to our tastes. One of the most time consuming 
jobs is keeping all of our pots and containers watered and by doing some simple tasks we can make this a lot 
easier. 
 
Firstly we can add a polymer to the compost of tubs and pots, these polymers can hold up to 400 times their 
weight in water and so reducing the time we have to water our plants. Secondly by adding mulch to the top 
of our pots, this helps to stop the water from evaporating from the pots too quickly, this can also help with 
your plants that have been planted in the garden and even in the kitchen garden around the vegetable plants. 
These mulches can be stones or pebbles on the pots and tubs, but in the rest of the garden the use of com-
post, well-rotted organic matter and even grass clippings (if you do use grass clipping do not put them down 
too thickly as they will cause a slimy smelling mess, they are best allowed to dry out a little before placing 
them around the plants). Lastly if you have a greenhouse and lots of containers/pots you can use a watering 
system that can be attached to the each of the pots and around the greenhouse. These are made of narrow 
plastic tubes that are connected to the water supply via a controller. The controller will then allow you to 
determine the time day and period of watering each of the areas get. To control the amount of water going 
into the plants you can add different emitters and how the water is spread (either drip or sprinkler). 
 
This is the best time to prune any wisterias that you have growing in your gardens, by doing this it stimu-
lates the production of flower buds for the following year. To do this correctly you need to prune back all of 
the lateral growth back to around six buds from the main stems and to tie in any additional stems in to the 
area that you would like to cover. All pruning cuts should be made so that the cuts are sloping away from 
the buds so that any water is dispelled from the bud and reducing the risks of any die back. Once all pruning 
has been competed it is recommended to give the plants a good feed with a balanced fertiliser such as fish, 
blood and bone or even tomato fertiliser (if using tomato fertiliser you will need to do this over a longer pe-
riod about 4-6 weeks). 
 
Once lavenders flowers are starting to fade, this is the best time to trim the plants back to keep the plants 
compact and to stop them getting leggy. The best way to do this is not to cut them back into old wood, but to 
cut them back in to about an inch below the flowering stems. By doing this it will keep the plants compact 
and also extend the longevity of the plants. 
 
Carry on dead heading roses and other flowering plants as it stimulates more flowers to be produced as the 
plant’s main purpose is to produce seed and by making sure that when you are dead heading your plants that 
you remove the seed pod, it will fool the plants into producing additional flowers. But you do need to feed 
these plants to help them on their way as producing flowers takes a lot of energy and without feed they will 
soon stop flowering. 

New season’s bulbs will be coming into the garden centres from mid August. The earlier you buy them the 
fresher they are and there will be a greater selection to choose from. There are bulbs for all situations, from 
naturalising in grass to borders, pots and window boxes and even for indoors. From the first Snowdrops to 
the last Tulips and Anenomes, they will flower for almost five months, at least into May. Bulbs make a par-
ticularly good combination with winter pansies, wallflowers and forget-me-nots.  

Make sure that you plant the bulbs deep enough (the packet will indicate the planting depth). If not the result 
will be adequate in the first year but may be disappointing thereafter. This is a particular issue with tulips 
which require a planting depth of about 15cms. 

Daffodils  A spring essential that should not be overlooked. They are easy to grow, reliable and make a 
splendid sight. An informal mixed display of daffodils looks particularly good naturalised in a verge or 
woodland setting. 

Fritillaria  These have been popular for some years and rightly so. It has a crown of flowers borne on tall 
stems. The flowers literally ooze with nectar and make a splendid sight in the border. 



(Gardening cont.) 

Crocus  For something unusual choose Crocus sativus. At first glance it looks like another purple crocus 
with a quite open splay of petals but when you look more closely you will spot pollen laden anthers and 
the most wonderful orange style and stigma (female part of the flower that collects the pollen) that seem 
to fall out of the crocus flower like a ribbon. 

Alliums From the dwarf to the giant they are elegant, structural and very ‘now’. They are easy to grow, 
the flowers last for ages and afterwards the seed heads are also very attractive. A sophisticated choice for 
any garden. 

Callicarpa bodinieri var. giraldii 'Profusion' Beauty berry; This lovely deciduous shrub has clusters 
of small pink flowers in midsummer, but it's really prized for the clusters of striking, violet, bead-like 
berries that appear in autumn and remain after the plant has lost its leaves. The young foliage is often 
bronze-purple, becoming dark green in summer before turning golden-purple in autumn. Use it to 
brighten up a border in autumn, or cut the bare branches laden with berries for flower arrangements. 
Garden care: Incorporate plenty of well-rotted organic matter into the planting hole. Prune back stems 
in early spring, if necessary, cutting back to a permanent framework. 
 

Cotinus coggygria Golden Spirit, Smoke Bush; This smoke bush has stunning, golden-yellow round 
leaves that turn coral, orange and red in autumn. In July and August, a haze of fluffy, smoke-like plumes 
of green flowers appear. This fairly new variety is an excellent specimen plant for a sunny spot. The 
leaves become an intense translucent gold the more sun the plant receives. Garden care: In late winter or 
early spring remove any misplaced, diseased or crossing branches. Alternatively, to produce larger 
leaves, cut the stems back hard to within two or three buds of the base in early spring. After pruning ap-
ply a generous 5-7cm (2-3in) mulch of well-rotted garden compost or manure around the base of the 
plant. 
 

Perovskia 'Blue Spire', Russian sage; with its aromatic leaves and upright spikes of violet-blue flowers, 
Russian sage makes a wonderful companion to all kinds of late-summer ornamental grasses and perenni-
als. In August and September, tiny, violet-blue, tubular flowers appear on silver-grey spikes above the 
main framework of the plant, among deeply-cut and lobed, grey-green leaves. This deciduous sub-shrub 
makes a real impact planted en masse alongside a path, where the sage-like fragrance of its leaves can be 
appreciated, or try it alongside other silver-leaved plants, or in swathes in a sunny border. Garden 
care: As this shrub has a tendency to flop a little, in March cut back to the permanent framework of the 
shrub to promote bushier growth. After pruning apply a generous 5-7cm (2-3in) mulch of well-rotted gar-
den compost or manure around the base. 
 

Ceratostigma willmottianum Forest Blue; This spreading, deciduous shrub brings welcome colour to 
the garden in late summer and early autumn when many other flowers have gone over. Masses of disc-
shaped, vivid cobalt-blue flowers appear from August to October, and in autumn, the leaves turn a rich 
russet-red. It's best in towards the front of a sheltered, sunny border in soil that does not get too dry. Gar-
den care: In early or mid-spring cut back the flowered shoots to within 2.5cm (1in) of the old growth. 
After pruning apply a generous 5-7cm mulch of well-rotted garden compost or manure around the base 
of the plant. 
Richard Hart 



What’s on 
Chilsworthy village hall  
Saturday, 15th August. Cocktails & Canapes evening with The Horse Band. Ticket only entrance. 
Ticket price £12.50 includes first cocktail (or other drink). Tickets available from P. Rutson on 
01409 253063.  
Thursday, 17th September. Soup & Sweet lunch from 12.30 to 2.00 p.m. Choice of soups and des-
serts, tea and/or coffee. Cost £4.50 per person. Further lunches will be held on 19 November, 
21 January and 17 March 2016. 
 

Ramblers walks 
Weds 5 August 10.30am Exmansworthy  
coast path 7 miles 
Sat 15 August   10am      Appledore to 
Abbotsham 12 miles 
(more details from www.ramblers.org.uk) 
 

Trading Standards product recalls 
Among the products with known faults are: 
Homebase dehumidifiers 
Quorn meat-free beef steaks 
Wahl travel kettles 
B&Q shower screens 
More details from 
www.devonsomersetradingstandards.gov.uk 
 

Putford Parish Council 
Next meeting Tuesday 25th August, 7.30pm,  
Bradworthy Primary Academy 

 

Holsworthy Rural Policing Update  
 

The following incidents have occurred:  
Bradworthy:  FORCED ENTRY GAINED TO PROPERTY, NOTHING STOLEN. 
SAT NAV EQUIPMENT STOLEN FROM INSECURE MOTOR VEHICLE 
VEHICLE PARKED SECURE AND UNATTENDED HAS HAD  ITS PASSENGER DOOR AND HAN-
DLE DAMAGED  

Bridgerule:  TWO HANGING BASKETS HAVE BEEN STOLEN FROM HOOKS OUTSIDE PROPERTY 

TWO ARTIFICIAL HANGING PRIVET BALLS STOLEN FROM HOOKS OUTSIDE PROPERTY 

Halwill:  LOCK SMASHED ON TEMPORARY TRAFFIC LIGHT UNIT AND 3 BATTERIES STOLEN 
VEHICLE PARKED SECURED AND UNATTENDED WHEN THE FRONT SCREEN HAS BEEN SMASHED 
AND WINDSCREEN WIPERS DAMAGED 
Holsworthy Hamlets:  MALE DRIVER FOUND DRUNK IN CHARGE OF A MOTOR VEHICLE 
TWO SAFETY GLASS PANELS ON PARISH NOTICE BOARD SMASHED POSSIBLY WITH BB 
GUN PELLETS 

Pyworthy:  6 SOLAR LIGHTS STOLEN FROM FRONT GARDEN OF PROPERTY LANDROVER 
STOLEN FROM FIELD ADJACENT TO PROPERTY 

Thornbury: 5 X CALOR GAS BOTTLES STOLEN FROM WITHIN LOCKED CAGE 
 
We are currently seeking new members and co-ordinators, for both Farm Watch and 
Neighbourhood Watch, in all rural areas. If you would like more information, or would like 
to talk to us about any of our Watch Schemes, please email hols-
wothy@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk or contact your local area co-ordinator.  

 
PCSO 30099 Raquel ROWE,  PCSO 30643 Mark JAMES,  Holsworthy Police Station 


