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Minutes of West & East Putford Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 26 April 2016 in Bradworthy Primary Academy at 7.30pm.
	Chaired by:  Councillor Mrs L Drake 
	Clerked by:  Sue Squire



	Present:  Councillors

A Bewes

P Bond

M Cornish

Mrs P Geen

Mrs L Drake

J Jessell

Mrs M Lewis

M Thomas

W Wooldridge

No Members of the Public
	Agenda: -

Items raised by members of the public
Apologies

Declarations of Interest

Approval of the Minutes of 23 February 2016 

Reports

Matters Arising

Planning

Planning Correspondence

Finance

Correspondence / Notices & Publications Received

Matters raised by Councillors / Clerk

Date of next Meeting

	 
	
	                      Action:

	70.
	Items raised by members of the public.  None present. 

	

	71.
	Apologies.  Councillors N Moulder and D Pomeroy, PCSO R Rowe.

	

	72.
	Declarations of Interest.   
Councillor Mrs Lewis declared a Personal Interest in Minute No. 78.2, Finance – payment of £200 from District Councillor R Hick’s Community Grant allocation in connection with the Mini Heritage Festival.

	

	73.
	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 February 2016. 

Approved and signed as a correct record.
 
	

	74.
	Reports.

74.1  Police. When sending her apologies, PCSO Rowe referred to the Holsworthy Rural Policing Update from 15/3/16 – 26/4/16 where the following incidents had occurred:

-  Germansweek:  Security camera and gate stolen

-  Pancrasweek: Theft of large bird cage

-  Broadwoodwidger: Criminal damage to granite post

Please remember to mark your property and take note of your Serial Number of EMEI Number. Please register your property at www.immobilise.com
Don’t hesitate to ring the Police on 101 for non-emergency or 999 if you see a crime taking place.

Suggested identifying roads that need doing. 
74.2  County Councillor R Julian.   Not present.
74.3  District Councillor R Hicks.  Not present.
74.4  Councillor Mrs P Geen had circulated a Report on her attendance at a Market and Coastal Towns Initiative Meeting and she went through the items.
Under Item 2, Local Highways Maintenance Plan, DCC is launching a pilot programme for the Holsworthy rural ward under Barry Parsons which will provide an opportunity for Parishes to contribute to the prioritization of road rrepairs.  Large maps are being produced for each Parish to enable a brokering process against a defined budget where we can identify which roads are in most need of attention due to amount of use, current state etc, and which roads can be left unattended.  The budget is limited and some roads are currently being missed (eg cut through roads) as DCC do not know how well they are used and therefore they need local intelligence.  A meeting is due to take place in May / June to take this forward.

Councillor Mrs Geen recommended that we do some preparation for the DCC pilot and meeting by identifying and mapping the problem hotspots within the boundary of West and East Putford Parish.

Councillor Mrs Lewis to arrange for maps so that Councillors could mark them ahead of the next Meeting. 

There was a discussion centred on DCC proposals to change the status of the MCTI and recreate it as the Holsworthy Area Board which would bring together representatives of public bodies (fire service, police, councils, NHS) and voluntary organisations in order to work together more efficiently to define needs and policy for the area.
In response, TDC tabled a proposal called One Holsworthy based on a multi-agency approach adopted by Ilfracombe which has also been deployed partially in Bideford.  The One Bideford project focuses on how the town can be kept tidier, cleaner and safer by various agencies working together on a day to day basis to address immediate issues such as litter. Under this model, the Local Area Committees would continue under TDC.

Further discussions are to take place outside the meeting to develop a best fit model for Holsworthy and surrounds and Councillor Mrs Geen recommended that we keep abreast of developments via the MCTI Meeting.

Pavilion at Stanhope Park, Holsworthy.  The Town Council is seeking letters of support from Parishes to help them secure funding from TDC to upgrade the pavilion in the Park.

Councillor Mrs Geen recommended that a letter of support was sent.

Councillors were in agreement to send a letter of support.  
Proposed by Councillor Mrs Drake, seconded by Councillor Bewes, unanimously agreed. 

	ML

Clerk

	75.
	Matters Arising.

75.1  Bradworthy Primary Academy had been booked for the revised Parish Council Meeting dates.

75.2  Devon Air Ambulance Night Flying Operations. It was noted that the Organisation had been advised of Councillor Moulder’s expression of interest.

75.3  Bradworthy Parish – Neighbourhood Area. It was noted that this Council’s agreement had been sent to TDC.

A follow up email had been received confirming that TDC agreed the designation of the Bradworthy Neighbourhood Area on 3/3/16.

75.4  Riverfly Project. It was noted that details had been sent to the Putford Post and put on the website.

Councillor Thomas confirmed he had written an article for the Putford Post.

75.5  DCC Highways.  A letter from DCC to the Chairman was noted following her representations regarding material being disposed of inappropriate places.  This was in connection with surplus tarmac being spread in a gateway.

The Chairman read the letter to the Meeting.

Councillor Bewes informed that BBC Spotlight had contacted him and an interview had been given. 

Councillor Bewes informed that County Councillor Julian had not met him as promised nor got in touch. 

Councillor Jessel suggested excess material was used for passing places.

A letter to be sent from this Council to be drafted at the May Meeting. 

	May Agenda

	76.
	Planning.  The following Applications were considered:

76.1  1/1164/2016/FUL – Proposed new agricultural dwelling – The Barton, East Putford.

It was resolved to recommend approval. 
76.2  1.0282/2016/AGMB – Prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to 1 dwelling under Class Q (a) and (b) – farm building at Nicholls Farm, West Putford.

It was resolved to recommend approval. 

	Clerk

	77.
	Planning Correspondence. 

77.1  North Devon & Torridge Local Plan. It was noted that Councillors were circulated with the draft response which was agreed and submitted.

77.2  Endurance Wind Turbines. It was noted that a letter had been sent to the Health and Safety Executive as agreed at the last Meeting.

77.3  It was noted that a response had been submitted in respect of Application 1/0061/2016/FUL – construction of two new build holiday units, new three-bay garage, and conversion of former agricultural building to holiday unit – Glebe Farm Barn, West Putford.

77.4  TDC.  Strategic Plan Consultation.  Councillors had been circulated with the details.  It was left that comments were sent to the Clerk by May 10 so that a reply could be drafted ahead of the deadline date of 31 May. 
77.5  TDC.  Details of Parish and Planning Engagement Sessions were circulated to Councillors.

	Cllrs


	78.
	Finance.

78.1  Balances.  Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 22/03/16: £4,035.49

78.2  The following payments were approved and authorised:
Mrs S Squire               

Salary (2 months) net of PAYE                       £166.74 *

Contribution towards broadband (2 months)  £    3.00

Photocopying                                                  £    8.40           

Postage                                                           £  23.04                             £201.18                                     
* This amount was different to that shown on the Agenda, due to the pay documents not being received when the Agenda was sent, and also took into account an increase in the Clerk’s salary with effect from 1/4/16. 
HMRC                           PAYE                                                                   £  41.60 *

Mrs L Cooksley         

Funding towards the Local Heritage Mini-Festival

from District Councillor R Hicks Community Councillor Grant allocation   £200.00

Councillor Mrs Lewis declared a Personal interest. 
Devon Association of Local Councils  2016 Subscription                     £ 70.99

Information Commissioners Office  Data Protection Registration         £  35.00

78.3  Local Heritage Mini-Festival.

It was noted that the sum of £200.00 had been credited to the Current Account for use by the Committee in connection with expenses.  Item 78.2 above refers.

It was noted that the Committee advised the Parish Clerk they wished to withdraw the TAP (Town & Parish) Fund Application and this had been done. 
78.4  TDC.  It was noted that the first tranche of the Precept and Grant Assistance amounting to £1,066.39 had been credited to the current account.
78.5  NS&I. It was noted that the rate of interest was reducing from 0.75% gross/AER to 0.45% gross/AER with effect from 1/7/16.

	Clerk

Ch.No.289
Ch.No.290
Ch.No.291
Ch.No.292
Ch.No.293

	79.
	Correspondence / Notices & Publications Received – were placed on the table to see and read.

79.1  Mr M Prentice. Email of thanks for the support via the TAP fund towards two mini buses at Holsworthy.  The appeal raised £933 and will be used towards the cost of insuring the two buses.

79.2  CPRE Devon ‘Our Outdoors’ 2016 Competition.  This was formerly the Devon Best Kept Village Competition.

79.3  District Councillor P Hackett had requested a letter of support to resurface the MUGA (Multi Use Games Area) for Black Torrington.

W&E Putford Parish Council wish to support the endeavours of all those connected in renewing the MUGA.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Drake, seconded by Councillor Bewes.

Vote:  6 in favour, 3 abstentions. 
79.4  Community Emergency Planning and Resilience.  Noted.
79.5  DCC Highways.  Details of a Road Closure 4 – 5 May.  Noted. 


	Clerk


	80.
	Matters raised by Councillors /Clerk.  

80.1  Councillor M Thomas suggested that the Parish Council had its own dedicated website. He had spoken to Richard Atkin who had constructed the current website who, had no objections for it to be passed on to someone else. 

Councillor Thomas invited Councillors views on the purpose of a website and its use.

Councillor Jessel thought an updated website would be of benefit. 

Councillor Thomas further advised that the website could be for members of the Parish and was willing to consider taking the project on but wanted to ensure that he had support and understood the technical implications.

The Council advised that apart from certain documents relating to Council meetings and operation having to appear on the website, there was no need for it to have any editorial control over the remaining website content. 

He would speak to Mr Atkin again and invited people to email him with topics.

The Clerk informed that TAP (Town & Parish) Fund money was available for expenses incurred with a new website. 
80.2  Councillor Mrs Lewis spoke about the notice board at Putford Bridge which used to be on the garage door at her property.  It was then moved and is now rotting due to it being out in the weather.  If it was moved back to its former position, it would be more protected from the weather.

Proposed by Councillor Bewes that the notice board is moved back to its original position on the garage door of Mr and Mrs R Lewis’ property, seconded by Councilor Jessel, unanimously agreed.  

Mr J Cooksley to be asked to do the work.  
80.3  Councillor Mrs Geen spoke about Neighbourhood Plans.  The wind energy policy was rejected at a TDC Community and Resources Meeting the previous week.

She acknowledged that West and East Putford is too small to have a Neighbourhood Plan and spoke about options to join with others.  

Councillor Thomas said that he had not seen any constraints for any Council to have such a Plan in place and felt there would be merit in some form of plan being organized.  He felt the Parish could benefit from a guidance document which, initially, could start by listing the top five issues the affect the Parish.  
Councilor Jessel felt it would be helpful to know how people feel about things in the Parish and a guidance document/plan would help facilitate this. 

Councillor Cornish felt it was important to communicate to people in the Parish to find out what they feel. 

Councillor Mrs Geen was of the opinion that whatever is developed it needs to be supported by the Parish. 

There was a brief debate on how best to gather opinions from those living within the Parish and it was agreed that a lack of response to any future consultations should not necessarily imply support.

Councillor Jessel asked about the Parish Council response to the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan and was advised that the wind energy policy went to TDC’s Community and Resources Committee where it was resolved not to agree it as written by TDC and would only be permitted where identified in a Neighbourhood Plan. 

Councillor Mrs Geen gave details of the response and the issue would be going to North Devon Council on 3/5/16. 

There were 754 objections and 794 replies across to the consultation of the North Devon and Torridge Local Plan.

The item to be on the next Agenda and in the meantime, a working group comprising Councillors Jessel, Mrs Geen and Councillor Thomas will discuss the issue further with other Councillors being invited to join. 

	MT

ML

JJ, PG,

MT



	81.
	Date of next Meeting: Tuesday, 17 May 2016 in Bradworthy Primary Academy at 7.30pm.

It will commence with the Annual Parish Meeting and followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM).

The Meeting ended at 9.57pm.

 
	

	Summary of Decisions: 

· Minutes of 23 February 2016 
· Letter of support for Stanhope Park Pavilion, Holsworthy

· Planning

· Payments

· Letter of support for Black Torrington MUGA

· Relocation of West Putford notice board

	These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record

	Signed:

Chair of West & East Putford Parish Council:

	Date



