Page 1 of 2 Minutes of West and East Putford Parish Council Meeting held on 01.12.15

Minutes of West & East Putford Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday, 1 December 2015 in Bradworthy Primary Academy at 7.30pm.
	Chaired by:  Councillor A Bewes
	Clerked by:  Sue Squire



	Present:  Councillors

A Bewes

M Cornish

Mrs P Geen

Mrs G Clark

N Moulder

D Pomeroy

M Thomas

County Councillor R Julian

	Agenda: -

Welcome to new Parish Councillors

Co-option of Parish Councillor

Apologies

Declarations of Interest

Approval of the Minutes of 27 October 2015 

Items raised by members of the public

Reports

Matters Arising

Planning

Planning Correspondence

Finance

Correspondence / Notices & Publications Received

Matters raised by Councillors / Clerk

Date of next Meeting

	 
	The Chairman welcomed newly co-opted Councillors Mrs P Geen and M Thomas.

Councillors Mrs Geen and Thomas had attended New Councillor Training at Bridestowe.


	                      Action:

	44.
	Co-option of Parish Councillor.  A letter of application had been received from Mr J Jessell. 

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Clark, seconded by Councillor Pomeroy and unanimously agreed to co-opt Mr Jessell. 

	Clerk to advise Mr Jessell & send forms to complete

	45.
	Apologies. Councillors P Bond (another commitment), Mrs L Drake (unwell), Mrs M Lewis (at another event) and J Wooldridge (unwell). 

	

	46.
	Declarations of Interest.   
Councillor Mrs P Geen - Non Executive Director of Northern Devon Health Care Trust. 


	

	47.
	Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 27 October 2015.

Approved and signed as a correct record. 


	

	48.
	Items raised by members of the public.  None present. 


	

	49.
	Reports:  

49.1  Police. Not present, Report sent detailing crimes in surrounding Parishes but none in West and East Putford.
49.2  County Councillor R Julian spoke on the following:

· There had been complications in organizing training for Road Warden Schemes and Chapter 8 training.

· Grass cutting disposal taken to the local tip is free for the next six months if it has been done on a voluntary basis. 
A date had not yet been set for the work to be done at Venn Bridge.  It has to be done by the end of the financial year (31 March 2916).

· Care of the elderly, children’s services.

· At the entrance to a field between Wrangworthy Cross to Collinsdown where nearby tarmacking of a road had taken place, a quantity of tarmac had been spread at the entrance.  County Councillor Julian and Councillor A Bewes to carry out a site visit to highlight a waste of material and money. 

49.3  District Councillor R Hicks.  Not present.  Apologies not given.  No Report sent.
49.4  Holsworthy Area Advisory Group Meeting on 5/10/15.  Report circulated from the Editor of the Putford Post and noted, with grateful thanks for attending on behalf of the Parish Council.

	AB / RJ


	50.
	Matters Arising for reporting only.

50.1  Venn Bridge. As noted under Minute No. 49.2, the work had not been done and had to be completed by the end of March 2016. 
50.2  Highway Defects. Those advised at the last Meeting have been reported to Highways.

50.3  Petition against the closure of beds at Bideford Community Hospital.  The Clerk had prepared a Petition and sent to Councillors to obtain signatures.

50.4  Devon Wheels 2 Work.  It was noted that details had been sent to the Putford Post for inclusion and also on the website.

50.5  Holsworthy Rural Community Transport. It was noted that the organisation had been advised that this Council has allocated £100.00 from its TAP (Town & Parish) Fund allocation towards the running costs.

	

	51.
	Planning. There were no Planning Applications to consider.

	

	52.
	Planning Correspondence: 

52.1  The following TDC Decision Notice was noted:

Approval for 1/0870/2015/AGMB – prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to 1 No. dwelling under Class Q (a), Farm Building, Nicholls Farm, West Putford.

Councillor Moulder spoke about the conversion of barns to dwellings and this was followed up by County Councillor Julian advising that the District Councillor would be able to give support in this area.

It was pointed out that Parish Council Meetings are never attended by the District Council and no contact has been made for approximately two years.

Councillor Julian expressed surprise and offered to call in an Application of this type to the Plans Committee at Torridge District Council if difficulties were experienced.

	

	53.
	Finance.
53.1  Balances.  Lloyds Bank Treasurers Account as at 28/10/15: £4,341.04

                                                                                   As at 1/12/15: £4,300.64

53.2  The following payments were approved and authorised:

Mrs S Squire    Salary (2 months) net of PAYE                       £161.80

                          Contribution towards broadband (2 months)  £    3.00

                          Photocopying                                                  £    8.40     £173.20
 HMRC              PAYE                                                                                £  40.60

53.3  To set the 2016/17 Budget and Precept.

Councillor Cornish proposed the 2016/17 Budget, seconded by Councillor Moulder and unanimously agreed.

Councillor Moulder proposed that the 2016/17 Precept remain at £2,100.00.  Seconded by Councillor Mrs Clark and unanimously agreed.

Councillor Mrs Clark proposed that the Clerk’s salary be increased from £1,226.40 per annum to £1,250.00 per annum.  Seconded by Councillor Moulder and unanimously agreed.
Thanks were expressed to Mr T Squire for his time and effort in updating the Putford website with the current Parish Council Minutes and details.
53.4  Bank Mandate. Councillors Pomeroy and Mrs Lewis to sign the relevant forms.  
53.5  Text Alerts to the Clerk. The Clerk receives weekly texts giving the balances on accounts for the other Parish Councils where she is Clerk.  Mrs Squire asked Councillors to agree for this to happen in respect of West & East Putford Parish Council Account.

Proposed by Councillor Mrs Clark, seconded by Councillor Cornish and unanimously agreed.  The relevant form was signed by Councillors for this to progress. 

	Clerk

Ch.No.284
Ch.No.285
Clerk to complete and return form to TDC when received
Clerk to advise Payroll person

DP / ML

Clerk


	54.
	Correspondence / Notices & Publications Received – were placed on the table to see and read.

There was no Correspondence to consider.

	

	55.
	Matters raised by Councillors /Clerk.  

55.1  The following Meeting 2016 Meeting Dates were agreed:

23/2/16; 26/4/16; 31/5/16; 30/8/16; 25/10/16; 6/12/16.


	Clerk to book school

	56.
	Date of next Meeting: 23 February 2016. 

The Meeting ended at 8.39pm.

 
	

	Summary of Decisions: 

· Co-option of Mr J Jessell as a Parish Councillor
· Minutes of 27 October 2015 

· Payments

· 2016/17 Budget, Precept and increase in Clerk’s salary

· Lloyds Bank text alerts to the Clerk giving the balance of the current account on a weekly basis



	These Minutes are agreed by those present as being a true record.



	Signed:

Chair of West & East Putford Parish Council:

	Date:




